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NOTES AND NEWS 

At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on May 29, Miss E. E. 
Constance Jones read a paper on " A New Law of Thought." In every 
proposition of form S is P, S and P denote the one thing (SP) — the is 
therefore signifies identity of denotation; extensionally or denotationally 
8 is P — and the attempt to interpret S is P in extension only would 
reduce us to S is S: difference of intension of the term is necessary for 
significant assertion. And we can not " identify " the extension or 
denotation of the one term with the intension of the other. And in 
intension S is not P. We can only say with Lotze that, taken in inten- 
sion, S is P is impossible, and must be resolved into S is S, P is P, S is 
not P. S is not P asserts difference, or otherness of denotation in inten- 
sional diversity, i. e., it denies what S is P affirms. It is not until S 
is P, S is not P, have been admitted and justified that we are entitled 
to formulate the law of contradiction and the law of excluded middle, 
and to say that 

S is P 1 can not both be true (law of contradiction) (1). 

S is not P J can not both be false (law of excluded middle) (2). 
Taking (1) and (2), together with the analysis of S is P into an asser- 
tion of identity of denotation in diversity of intension, we can say that of 
any subject (S) P must be affirmed or denied, i. e., that of any subject 
(S), P or not P (but not both) may be predicated. Thus we obtain as a 
law of significant assertion the following formula: Any subject of predi- 
cation is an identity of denotation in diversity of intension. If S is P 
(SP) is analyzed as above, immediate and mediate inferences are at once 
justified. Mr. Russell's criticisms of this view may be answered by point- 
ing out (among other things) (1) that his proof that, e. g., the author of 
" Waverley " means nothing, seems to depend upon a double use of the 
word "meaning"; (2) that if in The round-square is contradictory the 
subject of the proposition has no denotation, this " proposition " (which 
Mr. Russell regards as a possible one) has no meaning of any sort — in 
fact, is not a proposition at all, and raises no difficulty whatever; for un- 
less the roundness and squareness are referred to one thing (have one 
denotation), there is nothing self -contradictory in the subject; and more- 
over, if there were, it could not be asserted in the predicate, since round 
and square differ in intension from self-contradictory, and the whole thing 
is perfectly incoherent. — The Athenaeum. 

The Huxley lecture at the University of Birmingham was delivered 
this year, on May 29, by Professor Henri Bergson. He chose " Life and 
Consciousness " as the subject of his lecture. He proposed the view that 
a world-wide antagonism exists between matter, which is essentially auto- 
matic and governed by necessity, and consciousness, which is character- 
ized by the power of choice and creation. Consciousness, he believed, 
entered matter in order to entice it to organization; but in thus binding 
itself to matter, consciousness lost much of its original liberty, and was 
continually being dogged and cramped by automatism. Professor Berg- 
son conceived consciousness as flowing through matter much as a stream 
of fluid flows through a tunnel; in digging galleries in this hard rock, 
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consciousness found itself impeded at point after point. Thus it had re- 
peatedly to make fresh starts in its ceaseless efforts to create, until finally, 
in the course of this crooked path of evolution, it created man. In man 
alone, the chains which elsewhere bound consciousness to matter were 
broken. Here, maintained the lecturer, every contracted habit could be 
opposed by another habit, every kind of automatism by another autom- 
atism. Consciousness thus acquired its liberty by setting one necessity 
to fight another. In this way it has expanded to such a state of freedom 
that in man, perhaps, it may be able to endure beyond his earthly life. — 
Nature. 

In the School of Education of the University of Pittsburgh the follow- 
ing appointments have been made : Henry Davidson Sheldon, dean of the 
School of Education in the University of Oregon, has been made professor 
of the history of education. Dr. Sheldon will spend next year in Europe 
on leave of absence and will take up his work in Pittsburgh in the fall of 
1912. Charles Barr Robertson, director of the schools of practise and 
professor of psychology and education in the Cortland, N. Y., State 
Normal School, has been called to the professorship of secondary educa- 
tion, and will organize and direct the practise teaching and the co- 
operative relations of the high schools and the university. 

At the Bryn Mawr College commencement announcement was made 
of a bequest of $150,000 from Phoebe Anna Thome, of New York, who 
died in 1909, to endow an associate professorship of education and the 
Phoebe Anna Thome Model School to be conducted by the college as an 
experimental high school in connection with a graduate school of edu- 
cation. 

The June announcement of the Macmillan Company includes " Truth 
and Reality," by Professor John E. Boodin ; " The Essentials of Psychol- 
ogy," by Professor W. B. Pillsbury, and " Animal Intelligence : Experi- 
mental Studies," by Professor Edward L. Thorndike. 

" Crime, Its Causes and Remedies," by Lombroso, forms the third 
volume of the Modern Criminal Science Series issued by Little, 
Brown & Co. 

Dr. Arthur Mitchell, who for the past year has occupied the chair of 
philosophy at the University of Oregon, has been appointed assistant 
professor of philosophy at the University of Kansas. 

A translation of "Pragmatism" by Professor Wilhelm Jerusalem is 
announced by the publisher, Dr. Werner Klinkhardt, of Leipzig. 

The Eifth International Philosophical Congress will hold its meet- 
ing in the buildings of the University of London in the spring of 1915. 

Professor G. P. Adams, assistant in philosophy at the University of 
California, will be absent on leave for the year 1911-12. 

Mr. G. E. Moore has been appointed lecturer in moral science at 
Cambridge University, England, for five years. 



